GREEN DESIGN TALKING POINTS
Buildings account for an estimated 48 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions, far more than transportation or industry sectors.  Additionally, buildings consume76 percent of all electricity generated by power plants.

Only 7 percent of consumers know that homes and buildings are the greatest contributor of greenhouse gasses (from AIA Government Advocacy 2007 voter poll).

The AIA has partnered with the U.S. Conference of Mayors and National Association of Counties to reverse this trend by setting a goal of carbon neutrality by 2030.  The plan will reduce the use of fossil fuels in buildings by 60 percent in 2010, 70 percent in 2015, 80 percent in 2020, 90 percent in 2025, and full carbon neutrality by 2030.

(HOW?)

· Develop incentives to encourage green building design / construction
· Communities invest in public transit options and walkable neighborhoods

· Share best practices of leaders (green cities)
· Highlight cost-benefits of sustainable design (approximately 0 – 2% average cost increase for green building, lower operating and utility costs = 20-1 return on invest over lifespan of building)
AIA sustainability resources:

· Sustainability Resource Center

· Clients: http://www.aia.org/susn_rc_cl_default 

· Architects: http://www.aia.org/susn_rc_default 

· Green Cities Toolkit

· 50to50 design principles

· Sustainable Design Assessment team grant program for local communities

· http://howdesignworks.aia.org microsite w/ video case studies of sustainable residential and commercial project
Percent of firms with green projects (AIA 2003-06 Firm Survey):

· Nonresidential construction: 34%

· Residential construction: 25%

· Residential remodeling: 22%
Homeowner demand for green solutions (from AIA Home Design Trends Surveys):
· Continued increasing popularity of energy management systems, sustainable roofing, flooring, and countertop products, dedicated recycling centers and preference for greater access to public transportation and mixed-use development
